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fretted me inwardly. I became fierce against its
instruments and its manifestations/ He hurried
home to England with the perception clearly in his
mind that a great work had been committed to his
charge.20 Five days later Keble, already famous
as the author of the Christian Tear, from his
pulpit in the University Church, attacked the
impious hands of the government in his famous
sermon on 'National Apostasy.' From that utter-
ance the Oxford Movement takes its rise.21 It was
a protest not merely against a particular measure.
The Oxford group felt that 'the Government's real
object was to gratify the priests by the abolition
of the hierarchy of the Church of England as a
first step to the entire destruction of the Church's
status and property, and the formation of a
Roman Catholic establishment; but they did not
venture to avow this motive and pretended that
the measure was for the purpose of reforming and
strengthening the Church itself . . . the shock
upon the introduction of this sacrilegious bill was
electric. The bill called upon Newman and Ms
friends to resist as one man the enactment of
laws contrary to the first principles of the Church's
discipline, divesting Christians of spiritual privi-
leges not originally bestowed by the State, and
which the State could not take away.'22 It was
20 Op. tit., p. 135.
21 LOG. cit., p. 136.
22 Palmer, Narrative of Events, p. 45.   It is difficult to say how much
truth there is in his story of a contemplated Eoman Catholic establish-
ment   Peel had certainly considered the idea.   Life, VoL I, p. 369.